
  

 
 
 
 
 

August 18, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Victor Alvarez 
Office of Ecosystem Protection, Region I 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
5 Post Office Square—Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
 
Re: Draft NPDES General Permit for Dewatering Activity 
Related to Certain Waters of MA and NH 
NPDES General Permits: MAG070000 and NHG070000 
 
 
Dear Mr. Alvarez: 
 
The Northeast Gas Association1 (NGA) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) New England Regional Office’s draft National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permits for dewatering activity 
discharges to certain waters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the State of New 
Hampshire. These General Permits would replace the Dewatering General Permits, which 
expired on September 30, 2013. 
 
NGA represents the natural gas utilities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.  In the view of 
NGA and these utilities, the proposed regulatory change to expand the applicability of a general 
permit for dewatering activities in these two states appears unclear and unduly onerous.  Most 
importantly, we do not see these water discharges to be a source of water quality degradation. 
We urge EPA to reconsider the scope of this proposed general permit and to clarify the 
applicability of the proposal to utility vaults. 
 
The natural gas utilities are committed to ensuring safe and environmentally responsible 
operations.  The utilities do address stormwater issues rigorously. This proposed change to a 
general permit, however, would in our view unnecessarily burden the utilities. 
 
Utility vaults provide access points to integral components throughout gas (and electric) 
transmission and distribution systems.  Utilities dewater manholes and vaults when collected 
water interferes with operations or it impedes the ability to safely perform repair, maintenance, 
or installation of system components.  During rainy periods and in low-lying areas, subterranean 
seepage, irrigation runoff, storm water inflow and containment drainage may collect in 

1 NGA is a regional trade association that focuses on education and training, technology research and 
development, operations, planning, and increasing public awareness of natural gas in the Northeast U.S.  
NGA represents natural gas distribution companies, transmission companies, liquefied natural gas 
importers and associate member companies.  Its member companies provide natural gas service to 10 
million customers in 8 states (CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT). 
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underground vaults and structures.  Utilities abide by safe and responsible handling of 
dewatering. 
 
The proposal would widen the eligibility of the general permit to include: 
 

“1. Construction dewatering of groundwater intrusion and/or storm water 
accumulation from land disturbances of less than one acre; and 

2. Short-term and long-term dewatering of foundation sumps.” 
 
We find that the proposed extension of the permit to “land disturbances of less than one acre” 
[italics added] is unclear and concerning.  
 
As well, we respectfully request clarification of the provision regarding the dewatering of 
foundation sumps, particularly concerning whether the dewatering of vaults was intended to be 
covered under the construction dewatering general permit (since the volume of water in vaults 
or manholes is fixed and temporary and does not involve continuous dewatering, such as the 
dewatering groundwater from an excavation).  EPA’s clarification of this point would be 
appreciated. 
 
The proposed extension of this general permit in our view has too wide a scope and will add 
unnecessary cost as well as burdensome monitoring, water collection and storage and 
administrative activity. 
 
To that end, we urge EPA New England to convene a public hearing to clarify the specifications 
of this proposed general permit, and to allow stakeholder input from the utilities and other 
interested and affected parties. 
 
The natural gas utilities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire are committed to managing 
water discharges on utility property and in utility operations with safety and responsibility.  We 
welcome the opportunity to work with EPA to review the proposal and its impacts.   
 
We hope that you will take our comments under advisement, and look forward to further 
clarifications and discussion.   
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Thomas M. Kiley 
President and CEO 
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